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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please add Claim 13. 

1 . (Previously Presented) Chromium-free leather having a waterproofness* 
measured as penetration time according to DIN 53338, of at least 30 min 
characterized in that it has an Fe content of 1 to 6% by weight, based on dry 
weight, determined after ashing. 

2. (Original) Chromium-free leather according to Claim 1 , characterized in that 
the penetration time according to DIN 53338 is at least 2 hours. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4- (Original) Chromium-free leather according to Claim 1 , characterized in that it 
has an Si content of at least 0.2% by weight, based on dry weight, determined 
as silicate after ashing, 

5. (Previously Presented) Chromium-free leather according to Claim 1 , 
characterized in that the leather contains a silicone. 

6. (Previously Presented) Chromium-free leather according to Claim 1 , 
characterized in that the water vapour permeability, measured according to 
DIN 53333, is greater than 0.8 mg/cm 2 h. 

7-9. (Cancelled) 

1 0. (Currently Amended) Process for the production of chromium-free leather 
l eathe re according to Claim 1 , comprising treating * an iron-tanned leather 
having l\) a waterproofness. measured as penetration time according to DIN 
53338. of at least 30 min and ti\) an Fe content of 1 to 6% bv weioblbased 
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on dry weight, determined after ashing is opt i ona l ly rotnnnod and ic thnn 
troato d with a silicone w ater repellent, whioh io a cilioono. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The process P reeees according to Claim wherein 
the leather that is treated is a pelt and the process further comprises 
subjecting the pelt to an acidic oretreatment before the pelt is treated with the 
Silicone water repellent ohnraotorinod in thotn nnlt tn ho tnnnod i n nuhjnntnrl . 
pr i or to iron tanningi to an ooidio protroatmont. 

12. (Cancelled) 

1 3. (New) The process of Claim 1 0, wherein the process further comprises 
retanning the leather before treating the leather with the silicone water 
repellent 



CH7867 



PAGE 7/8 * RCVD AT 9/6/2005 1 :54:47 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/28 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:41280910M * DURATION (mm-ss):01-50 



